IHSS Public Authority Advisory Board Meeting 

March 17, 2009

MINUTES

Members Present:     Sondra Corday, JoAnn Disbrow, Cindy Faulkner (call-in), Kai Lu, Bonnie Mello, 
                                      Janie Whiteford
Members Absent:      Dora Castro, Bharat Desai, David Julian, Richard Patterson, Shannon Odom, Jim Ramoni. 

                          (ex-officio)
Staff Present:              Laura Gallegos, Ross Graham, Clyde Taniguchi
Guests Present:          Lee Sturtevant, Policy Aide to Ken Yeager’s Office, Lara McCabe, Policy Aide to 


            Dave Cortese’s Office                                   

Approve Minutes:     February Minutes approved as written.
Announcements & Public Comment:   Janie Whiteford announced 14th Annual Legislative Breakfast on April 17 & April 24 at Seascape Golf Club.
Janie announced annual presentation report went well with Board of Supervisors.
Advisory Committee will be writing a letter to the Department of Social Services and the Department of Health Services expressing concerns about draft provider enrollment forms.
CAPA Report:  Ross Graham reported on behalf of Mary Tinker. He reported CAPA met February 26 in Sacramento. 

CAPA is testifying as part of a March 24 hearing on IHSS being held by the Senate Office of Oversight and Outcomes (SOO), an in-house government watchdog office newly convened by Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento).  (Assembly Speaker Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles) has started her own alliterative counterpart, the Assembly Committee on Accountability and Administrative Review).  In advance of March 24 hearing, CAPA directors and staff have met several times with SOO staff to discuss the issues, trends, and the mechanics of the IHSS program as it pertains to Public Authorities. 

This work takes place in the context of a State Budget meltdown that threatens the delivery of many services to needy Californians.  The "trigger cuts" contained in the February Budget deal could result in lower payments ($20 for individuals/$35 for couples) to all SSI/SSP recipients.  Another trigger cut would reduce the State's participation in IHSS provider wages to $9.50 per hour, a net reduction in wages for providers in at least 20 counties.  The cuts would also impact all new consumers coming into IHSS who have a share of cost. The State would no longer pay the difference between the IHSS share of cost and the Medi-Cal share of cost. 

Under the deal, the Dept. of Finance and the State Treasurer must both certify by April 1 that $10 billion will be forthcoming from the Federal Stimulus package prior to June 2010.  However, initial estimates by the Department of Finance, the Treasurer, and the Legislative Analyst's Office pencil in the applicable stimulus at roughly $8 billion, or about $2 billion too low to fend off the cuts.   

In Budget Committee hearings and its ongoing meetings with legislators, CAPA has argued that the various trigger cuts (which includes elimination of nine Medi-Cal optional benefits, including adult dental) target many of the same people, and that the reduction of SSI/SSP grants is unconscionable, when recipients will need the resources to compensate for cuts in State services.  

Ultimately, the determination on the triggers cut likely will be based on legal opinions, from the Attorney General and perhaps the courts, about what funding streams are countable as General Fund offsets, and over what period they can be counted.  The trigger cuts remain the most imminent threat to the IHSS program.  Should some of the six ballot measures approved as part of the Budget deal fail with voters in May, a gaping hole of up to $6 billion dollars may open up.    Legislative Analyst's Office released estimates that legislators, by late spring, must start dealing with an additional $8 billion shortfall due to weak tax receipts.  

Programs Report:   Ross Graham reported on behalf of Mary Tinker about Public Authority programs activity during February 2009.  There are 781 active IP’s listed on the registry with 42 new client intakes, 43 matches and 3 individual interviewed to join the registry.  The Hard-to-Serve component of the registry received 16 new consumer intakes, obtained 15 matches and provided 242interventions. The Urgent Care Registry authorized 21 hours of service for the month of February. 

Benefits:  There were 6,367 IP’s enrolled in the Valley Health Plan and 6,897 IP’s enrolled in the Dental/Vision plans during the month of February.

Provider Training:  Provider Training:  Eight training sessions were offered during the month of February training 230 IP’s.  Classes provided were:

· Tips for Transfers and Range of Motion offered in Mandarin with 39 participants

· Para Medical Level 2 offered in Vietnamese with 37 participants 

· Personal Care Services Level 1 offered in Mandarin with 34 participants

· Personal Care Services Level 1 offered in Spanish with 23 participants

· Personal Care Services Level 1 offered in English with 30 participants

· Last Phase of Our Lives offered in English with 29 participants

· Last Phase of Our Lives offered in Spanish with 23 participants

· Basic Internet offered in English with 15 participants

The registry developed and implemented a new series of informational sessions for IP’s. This was initiated with IP’s who participated in the November 2008 IP Appreciation event. Topics for the sessions have been identified through a survey of the IP’s and broken up into 5 separate sessions. Below is the list of informational sessions being offered:

1.
Understanding IHSS & IHSS Public Authority & Registry

· Stress Management

2.
Timesheets, Paychecks, and Benefits

3.
How to find a Client & Professionalism

· Video: "Roles & Responsibilities"

4.
Before You Start the Job & Setting and Maintaining Boundaries

5.
Qualities of a Good Provider & Safety Tips

· Video: "Safety and Housekeeping"     

The first session was “Timesheets, Paychecks and Benefits” and had 13 IP’s who participated. The second session was “Understanding IHSS & IHSS Public Authority & Registry and had 10 IP’s attend.  End of session evaluations were completed and reviewed with positive feedback from the participants.

California IHSS Consumer Alliance Report (CICA):  Janie Whiteford announced statewide conference call on 3/18/09.  Janie announced CICA wants a new website that is ADA compliant. 
Capital Action Day is May 27, 2009 in Sacramento in the Library at the Galleria. On May 26, 2009 CICA is sponsoring a training day on consumer control and what the entire process is all about. CICA is also spearheading presentations for the Capital Action Day having thousands of folks and press is always there.  

AB 1682 Funding will be paying for Advisory Board members who wish to attend. Each Advisory Board member must be responsible to make their own necessary arrangements. 

CICA is having their upcoming Statewide Conference in September or December and is having trouble finding a venue. A possibility for conference may be in South San Francisco at the Convention Center.

Report from Social Services Agency:   Jim Ramoni was not present. 
Next Meeting:    The next meeting of the Advisory Board is scheduled for April 21, 2009 from 11:30-1:30PM at 2528 Qume Dr. Suite 5, San Jose, CA 95131.

