IHSS Public Authority Advisory Board Meeting 

February 17, 2009

MINUTES

Members Present:    
JoAnn Disbrow, Cindy Faulkner (call-in), Kai Lu, Bonnie Mello (call-in), Richard Patterson, Jim Ramoni (ex-officio), Janie Whiteford.
Members Absent:      Dora Castro, Sondra Corday, Bharat Desai, David Julian, Shannon Odom, 

Staff Present:              Ross Graham, Clyde Taniguchi, Audrey Leong
Guest Present:            Sarah Triano Executive Director, Silicon Valley Independent Living Center (SVILC)

Guest Speaker:    Sara Triano outlined the services SVILC provides, included helping people with disablities to live independently at home and providing advocacy.
She also mentioned that SVILC provided classes for independent living skills. Ms. Triano also stated that there are about 400 Independent Living Centers across the country. The first center was founded by Ed Roberts at Berkeley.  Most of the staff working at SVILC has a disability and in her opinion, the best advice comes from other people with a disability.  By law staff that work at Independent Living Centers must have cross disability. Currently 51% of them have a disability.
Ms. Triano mentioned that SVILC acts as a back up and ensures that people with disabilities get equal access. Currently SVILC has a satellite office in Gilroy. They are planning to set up another satellite office in Morgan Hill too. Ms Triano also stated that SVILC is focusing on advocacy for people with disabilities in the community. To make things easier and more accessible to the public, they are planning to move their current office to a new location. She also mentioned a community meeting that is held once a month which is open to the public. 
During the meeting, JoAnn Disbrow asked about how SVILC would help a person with disabilities who is new to the area or county. Ms. Triano replied that they will sit down with the individual and ask them what their goals are and what do they need and discuss with them available resources.
Approve Minutes:   January minutes were approved with the following corrections, the second paragraph under Social Services Report should read: Jim reported that there is no intake backlog but reassessments are being further and further spread out. Betty Malks has announced her retirement being May 14, 2009. The agency is in the process of recruiting for her position.
Announcements & Public Comment:   Janie Whiteford announced Assembly Member Jim Beall Jr. will be holding a District Office open house, handouts about the event were distributed. She also announced that as a result of the previous IHSS Coalition Meeting in Sacramento, they came out with a questionnaire about the program “Take Our Dare Show You Care”. The questionnaires are for the consumers to fill out to participate in the program.
Richard Patterson also announced his support group meeting on Thursday is open to the public. Information about his meeting was e-mailed last week. 
Local Coalition Ad-Hoc Committee Report:  JoAnn Disbrow reported that they talked about the need to work together to approach the legislators, public or media. The reason behind that is to get information out to consumers and letting them know how they may be impacted by the state budget cuts. One of the suggestions during the meeting is to recruit volunteers to help them out. Trudy Holmes, Sarah Triano and Bonnie Mello will work together to put the paper work together.

CAPA Report:  Ross Graham reported on behalf of Mary Tinker. He reported CAPA met for a day and a half on January 21 and 22 in Sacramento.

Lynn Daucher was present to discuss the possible reasons for the rapid growth and the increased costs of IHSS. She also discussed funding.
During the meeting they also discussed fiscal issues. CAPA’s Legislative Committee has recommended focusing resources on educating legislators and the public about the necessity of IHSS for human lives rather than championing any bills at this time.

Draft revision of the IP enrollment form was discussed during the meeting. The new form is 5 pages and much more complicated. A copy of the new form was available for review at the meeting.

Programs Report:   Ross Graham reported on behalf of Mary Tinker about Public Authority programs activity during January 2009.  Registry services had 782 active IPs listed with 51 new client intakes and 35 matches.
Benefits services had 6,345 IPs enrolled in the Valley Health Plan and 6,879 IPs enrolled in the Dental/Vision plans.

Provider Training program had two training sessions offered during the month of January training 51 IPs. Mental Health and Personal Care services classes were provided.

Consumer &Provider Surveys Discussion:   Ross Graham stated the Public Authority is planning the next annual survey of Providers and Consumers.   He also reminded the Advisory Board they will be contacted for input to the survey content. There will be additional focus on the registry to ascertain value added through the program. 
California IHSS Consumer Alliance Report (CICA):  Janie Whiteford announced the event “Disability Capitol Action Day” scheduled to be held May 27, 2009 in Sacramento. She also stated that CICA will be sponsoring  training sessions the day before in the capital area. 
Last Saturday the Executive Committee had a meeting, they are planning additional collaboration with CAPA this year. They are planning to have regional meeting throughout bay area except for Sacramento. In their opinion most of the counties in the bay area have a lot of issues in common to talk about.
Report from Social Services Agency:   Jim Ramoni reminded the Advisory Board about the scheduled Annual Report to the Board of Supervisors as the governing body of the Public Authority. The meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 24 2009 2:00 P.M at 70 W. Hedding. Jim also stated that members from the Advisory Board will have a 10 minutes to do the presentation during the meeting.
Next Meeting:    The next meeting of the Advisory Board is scheduled for March 17, 2009 from 11:30-1:30PM at 2528 Qume Dr. Suite 5, San Jose, CA 95131.

