IHSS Public Authority Advisory Board

Meeting of January 27, 2009
MINUTES


Members Present:
Dora Castro, Sondra Corday, Kai Lu, Bonnie Mello, Richard Patterson, Shannon Odom, Jim Ramoni (ex-officio) Janie Whiteford

Members Absent:     Bharat Desai, JoAnn Disbrow, Cindy Faulkner, David Julian, 

                                    Richard Patterson                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Staff Present:
Laura Gallegos, Ross Graham, Mary Tinker
Guest Present:           Beverly Jackson, Executive Director of Rebuilding, Tim Lynds, Assistant to Beverly Jackson, Maureen O’Malley-Moore, Board Aide to Don Gage’s Office, Lee Sturtevant, Board Aide to Ken Yeager’s Office, Steven Bloomquist, Board Aide to Dave Corese’s Office, Larry  Cominoli and Melora  Scharf Information & Assistance COA Staff 
Approve Minutes:  
December minutes approved as written. 
Announcements & Public Comment:  No announcements.
Guest Speaker:    Beverly Jackson and Tim Lynds did an excellent presentation about Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley. She outlined what they did as a program bringing communities and volunteers together to rehabilitate the homes of low income homeowners, in particular the elderly and disabled so that they may live in warmth, safety and independence. 
She mentioned the important work of Rebuilding Together is made possible through sponsorships, grants from foundations, support from community organizations, and gifts from faith communities and individuals in Silicon Valley – people who want to make a visible, life-changing impact in the community.

She also mentioned anyone age 14 or older can be a volunteer including people of all walks of life come together to help build a better community. Handy and skilled trades people are always in high demand- carpenters, plumbers, electricians, and roofers are among those who donate their time. 

Finally, how to get involved for more information about becoming a Rebuilding Together Silicon Valley, sponsor, volunteer, a contributor or to have work completed, call 408-578-9519 or visit web @ www.rebuildtogether-sv.org.

An application was also handed out to everyone present. 
Annual Report Discussion:  Mary Tinker handed out two copies of annual reports to each of the Board Aides present at meeting along with a copy of Consumer & Providers Surveys for their records. She briefly discussed the Section on recommendations that were made by the Advisory Board Committee.
CAPA Report:   Mary Tinker reported that CAPA met December 4 in Sacramento. 

Regional meetings took place and new chairs have been elected and confirmed. Mary Tinker remains the Legislative Committee Chair for CAPA. 
State government – and state funding for social services, healthcare, education, and every public sector program – continued to make huge broken sounds in the first week of the New Year.  Talks totally collapsed between the Governor and the Democrat leaders over how to close a mid-year $15 billion Budget hole.  This, in the face of new estimates that the hole could grow to $42 billion in 18 months, if immediate action isn’t taken.  Meanwhile, legislative Republicans, unflinching in their objections to any tax increases, haven’t been included in the conversation for weeks.  

In the last two months, several Budget proposals dealing with the midyear crisis have been aired.   These include the Governor’s proposal offered in November, at the start of the Special Session, a recent Democratic plan that aimed to skirt supermajority requirements by raising “fees” rather than “taxes,” a more-traditional cuts-and-taxes Democratic proposal, a Republican all-cuts/no-taxes semi-proposal, an LAO proposal, and even an SEIU version.  However, discussion in recent days has focused on the Governor’s plan vs. the package that Democrats approved (with no Republican support) prior to Christmas. With negotiations having broken down, the Democrats will now likely forward that package to the Governor for unceremonious veto.   So it goes for the Special Session.  

The Governor’s 2009-2010 proposal, as discussed in advance by the Department of Finance, will include almost all of the same cuts he had proposed in his Special Session proposal.  Indeed, for IHSS, his proposed cuts for 2009-2010 matched not only his proposed mid-year cuts, but those proposed in May last year.   These include:

· Elimination domestic and related services, including meal preparation, laundry and cleaning services for IHSS recipients for IHSS recipients with functional index score below 4.   

· Elimination the State share-of-cost buyout for recipients with a functional index score below 4.

· Limiting State participation in provider wages to the minimum wage (currently $8 per hour) plus $.60 per hour for health benefits.

In addition, the Governor has proposed lowering SSI/SSP payments for this year, and suspending the SSI/SSP COLA through June 2010.  

The Democratic proposals, meanwhile, include no cuts to IHSS.  However, it is unclear to what extent Democratic leaders have firmly dug-in against any specific cuts, as the latest round of negotiations have been out-of-view and between very few people.

CAPA continues to lobby against the proposed cuts, citing the disastrous consequences for the IHSS consumers, the State’s obligations to comply with Olmstead requirements, and the cost-effectiveness of the program relative to institutional care.  CAPA representatives have testified during the Special Session in Senate and Assembly Budget hearings.  In addition, with the seating of a new Legislature, CAPA has embarked on a full schedule of meetings in the Capitol to educate individual legislators and their staffs about the program and the necessity of keeping funding intact.  

In addition, CAPA continues to work with allies through the IHSS Coalition, which held a spectacular Veteran’s Day press event in support of the program, and is developing a campaign to invite legislators to visit homes of IHSS consumers.  
Programs Report: : Mary Tinker reported here are 789 active IPs listed on the registry with 32 new client intakes, 29 matches and 3 individuals interviewed to join the registry.  The Hard-to-Serve component of the registry received 9 new consumer intakes, obtained 18 matches and provided 232 interventions. The Urgent Care Registry authorized 36 hours of service for the month of December.     
The Consumer Connection newsletter was mailed to all IHSS consumers the last week of December and the Home Care Connection newsletter was mailed to all IHSS providers the previous week. Both newsletters include training information and as well as helpful tips and contact information.
There were 6,233 IPs enrolled in the Valley Health Plan and 6,774 IPs enrolled in the Dental/Vision plans during the month of December.
Provider Training:  Five training sessions were offered during the month of December training 79 IPs.  Classes provided were:

· Nutrition offered in Spanish with 2 participants

· Mental Health offered in Vietnamese with 20 participants

· CPR offered in Mandarin with 19 participants

· First Aid offered in Vietnamese with 22 participants

· First Aid offered in Mandarin with 16 participants
I have been working with Metro Adult Ed to see if we can establish additional training in other parts of San Jose.  This is still in the works and I am waiting to hear back from a couple of their staff regarding the plan.

Valley Health Plan (VHP) is interested in working with the Public Authority to design a program that would provide targeted health education classes to VHP IHSS members.  Classes would include current VHP functional fitness classes and initially expand classes to include body mechanics and better bones and balance classes.  Program design will include a pre and post evaluation, joint targeted market campaign, and the opportunity for expanded class design and future train the trainer opportunities to increase penetration for members whose language is other than English.  We hope to have these classes beginning in March.

California IHSS Consumer Alliance (CICA) Report:  Janie Whiteford reported a huge demonstration was done at the state capital. Department of Social Services is in the process of changing the Notice of Action and CICA is very concerned about the changes. Some of the recommendations CICA plans to make is that they would like to see functional index scores on the Notice of Action. 
Four page handout on IHSS Coalition dated January 14, 2009 was handed out to everyone present. 

Report from Social Services Agency:  Jim Ramoni reported that IHSS has a targeted budget of $18 million in terms of reductions. There are a total of four departments that are being affected by the cutbacks. IHSS is having to cutback on some of the programs. DSS & IHSS administrative allocation did receive some state funding allowing IHSS to increase in incremental amounts. Administrative will be able to be augmented, payroll and clerical staff.
Jim reported that there is no intake backlog but reassessments are being further and further spread out. Betty Monks has announced her retirement being May 14, 2009. IHSS is in the process of recruiting for her position.

IHSS continues to scan timecards. A few computers were having problems which delayed payroll a bit but all is working well at this time.

Bonnie Mello reported that payroll processing has been good for here explaining that her process from turning in timecards and having payroll check deposited have been quite successful.

Jim reported that anyone who was interested in being educated in the definitions of functional index scores.  

 Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Advisory Board is scheduled for February 17, 2009 from 11:30-1:30 PM. at Council on Aging, 2115 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 95126. 
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