IHSS Public Authority Advisory Board

Meeting of December 2, 2008
MINUTES


Members Present:
Dora Castro, Sondra Corday, JoAnn Disbrow, Cindy Faulkner, David Julian, Kai Lu, Bonnie Mello, Shannon Odom, Jim Ramoni (ex-officio) Janie Whiteford

Members Absent:     Bharat Desai, Richard Patterson                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Staff Present:
Laura Gallegos, Ross Graham, Mary Tinker
Guest Present:           Elsa Caballero, Homecare Director for SEIU Local 521
Approve Minutes:  
September minutes approved as written. 
Announcements & Public Comment:  Elsa Caballero, Homecare Director of SEIU Local 521 announced that SEIU is taking a statewide advisory vote of members. The vote offers two different options for consolidating local unions: shifting all nursing home and homecare workers into a single union, or combining all healthcare workers into a newly constituted statewide local union. The idea is to allow an opportunity for workers to decide how union is going to work as one statewide long-term care union in California. 

SEIU is actively working to fight the proposed budget cuts and meeting with new legislators to educate them around home care.

Emeritus Membership Proposal:  JoAnn Disbrow brought forward a recommendation to establish an Emeritus Membership for former Advisory Board members as was discussed at the strategic planning session, there was consensus of the group to implement Emeritus status for former members.

CAPA Report:   Mary Tinker reported that CAPA did not meet in November. The Governor declared a fiscal emergency in November giving the legislature 45 day to act. If the legislature takes no action the State will run out of cash by mid February. The Governor’s proposed cuts to IHSS remain the same as his proposal in May of 2008. Reduce state participation in wages to minimum wages to ($8)/hour; eliminate the State paying share of cost for IHSS recipients with a functional index score below 4; and elimination of domestic and related services for consumers with functional index score below 4. 

El Dorado County eliminated the Public Authority Director position due to budget cuts. When the State has fiscal problems it affects counties in multiple ways. Santa Clara County has been creative in finding methods to prevent layoffs over the past few years but times are getting harder and layoffs may be inevitable. The county has been able use attrition as a way to lower expenses without layoffs and many people retired earlier than they may have otherwise.  There has been a hiring freeze for sometime.  However IHSS has been fortunate to be able to fill vacant positions due to it being an entitlement program and the huge caseload growth. 
Programs Report:  Mary Tinker reported there are 781 active IPs listed on the registry with 48 new client intakes, 36 matches and 3 individual interviewed to join the registry. The Hard-to-Serve component of the registry received 16 new consumer intakes, obtained 15 matches and provided 227 interventions. The Urgent Care Registry authorized 12 hours of service for the month of November.
There were 6129 IPs enrolled in the Valley Health Plan and 6,686 IPs enrolled in the Dental/Vision plans during the month of November.
Provider Training:  Nine training sessions were offered during the month of November training 172 IPs.  Classes provided were:

· Diabetes offered in English with 18 participants
· Mental Health offered in Mandarin with 16 participants
· CPR offered in Vietnamese with 20 participants

· Diabetes offered in Vietnamese with 20 participants

· Last Phase of Our Lives offered in Spanish with 24 participants

· Last Phase of Our Lives offered in Vietnamese with 15 participants

· Tips for Transfers & Range of Motion offered in English with 24 participants

· Pre-Paramedical Level 2 offered in English with 18 participants
· Pre-Paramedical Level 2 offered in Mandarin with 17 participants

California IHSS Consumer Alliance (CICA) Report:  Janie Whiteford reported the statewide CICA call is scheduled for the third Wednesday of each month. All Advisory Board Members are encouraged to call in. It helps people get a broad perspective of what is happening in other counties.
Bonnie Mello stated she was on the last conference call and found it to be very interesting and informative. It helped her to understand what other Counties & Advisory Board members do. 

Karen Keeslar comes on most of the time to provide a legislative report but there was not much to report at the last meeting. The IHSS Coalition participated in the media event on Veteran’s day at the Capital which was very effective and there was good press coverage.

CICA is going to ask the IHSS Coalition to include veterans groups in the coalition and to encourage their participation.
Many counties talked about what they did for Provider Appreciation month. 

CICA is very concerned about what is happening with SEIU and the Health Care Trust. They are also concerned about parents who care for children not being eligible to get social security deductions. This is a huge issue and CICA plans to look into it further.
Advisory Board Members Report Back on CICA Conference Attendance: In compliance with AB 1234 Advisory Board Members who attended the CICA conference reported back to the group. Dora Castro reported she gave a presentation regarding our advisory board and how it functions. She indicated the conference was well attended and had good speakers, she enjoyed the conference. JoAnn Disbrow reported she especially enjoyed the session on stem cell research and that she learned a great deal from the session. She stated the conference was good and informative. Cindy Faulkner reported that she too enjoyed the speakers, attended the stem cell session and was surprised about how heated the discussion became when Eva Lopez was speaking. Cindy liked the art work portion but commented that Saturday was a very long day. Bonnie Mello reported that she went to all sessions but especially enjoyed the disaster preparedness session. The speakers were very professional, the topics were good. Bonnie indicated she felt the most valuable time was when our advisory board came together to prepare the poster it was a great opportunity for team building—better focus and realization of the statewide perspective. David Julian reported he also enjoyed the poster making portion of the sessions and that the teamwork was an important part of it.  Kai Lu reported that the inclusion of real time captions was very helpful, for persons with language issues it helped tremendously. Kai also liked the poster session and felt it was a fun activity for team building. Janie Whiteford reported that 181 people attended the CICA conference. CICA was able to secure good sponsors this year. They are still tabulating the evaluations to get the overall impression from participants. Janie stated that she is looking for volunteers for the planning committee for next years conference.  
Report from Social Services Agency:  Jim Ramoni reported SEIU Local 521 wanted to have meeting in November with Rebecca, Marina and Mandy, and Mary and he was pleasantly surprised that it was a good informal meeting and most of the topics discussed were regarding the registry. Mary and Jim reported provider orientation may be done differently in the future than how it’s been. 

Jim reported he and Gus Gomez attended two meetings with the Public Authority staff to answer a slew of questions about IHSS. Due to the complexity of the program Jim felt it was important to assist the PA staff in obtaining answers to their questions. Jim and Mary are committed to holding a joint meeting with IHSS and Public Authority staff sometime in January. 
Jim reported all new incoming cases received in November have been assigned to social workers to begin working on December 1, 2008. 

Jim reported that IHSS is waiting to see what happens with proposed budget. IHSS has 15,500 total consumer cases. They deny only 5-10 cases on an average per month. 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Advisory Board is scheduled for January 20, 2009 from 11:30-1:30 PM. at Council on Aging, 2115 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 95126. 
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