IHSS Public Authority Advisory Board

Meeting of September 23, 2008
MINUTES


Members Present:
Dora Castro, Sondra Corday, Cindy Faulkner, Kai Lu, Bonnie Mello, Richard Patterson, Janie Whiteford

Members Absent:     Jim Ramoni (ex-officio, Bharat Desai, JoAnn Disbrow,                                                                                                                                                                                                               David Julian, Shannon Odam 
Staff Present:
Clyde Taniguchi, Laura Gallegos, Ross Graham
Approve Minutes:  
August minutes approved as written. 
Announcements & Public Comment:  Dora announced that SEIU will have a single statewide union for Healthcare workers and she expects Local 521 to become part of that group.
Bonnie Mello announced that she has been trained as an advocate for developmental disabled individuals and she would be graduating in October 2008. 

Janie announced the November 4, 2008 Board of Supervisors meeting will have a proclamation for providers and asked if Bonnie Mello & Dora Castro would be available to accept the Proclamation. They agreed to accept the proclamation. 
Ross announced the Chaminade Strategic Planning Session will be taking place in October and asked members to prepare by reviewing the package provided prior to the meeting. 
Paula McElwee SVILC Interim Director Introduction and Q&A: No presentation given as she was not available. 
CAPA Report:   
Ross Graham reported (from notes provided by Mary Tinker) that CAPA held its regular meeting August 28. 
CAPA has been paying close attention on budget committee meetings and provided individuals to testify on behalf of IHSS recipients and providers. CAPA is very involved in the IHSS Coalition fighting the Governor’s proposed budget cuts and educating legislators on the true value of IHSS in the homes of vulnerable seniors and people with disabilities.
CAPA reviewed the CFL regarding use of Advisory Committee funds released by the State. This document has been in the works for over a year with stakeholder meetings which included CSDA, CAPA and CICA representatives. CAPA expressed appreciation to Eva Lopez and her staff for the effort put into drafting the letter. 
CAPA is planning its annual conference for October 6 and 7 in Sacramento with labor negotiations, surveys and survey designs, emergency operations, aging in California and the future of IHSS and reviewing CAPA’s strategic plan as session topics.
The following are bills of interest to CAPA and are headed for the Governor’s office. These represent all remaining active state bills. Of note is that no bills with CAPA “Oppose” position have made it to the end of session.

AB 1674 (Jones D-Sacramento) –Pilot to allow IHSS recipients the choice of receiving services through a PA or a nonprofit or proprietary agency) Requires the Department of Social Services to conduct a pilot project in 5 consenting counties to receive services either through the public authority or a contracting nonprofit or proprietary agency.  To qualify, a county must administer the IHSS program through a public authority to at least 1,000 recipients.  Requires the pilot project to be monitored by each participating county's IHSS advisory committee.

Status: Senate 3rd Reading  Amended on 8/14 to prohibit Public Authorities from charging IPs for background checks.

CAPA Position: Watch.  

AB 2139 (De La Torre – Auto Insurance: In-Home Supportive Services)

Prohibits an auto liability policy from containing any provision that expressly or impliedly excludes from coverage under the policy the operation or use of an insured motor vehicle by the named insured in the performance of any in-home supportive services. Prohibits a vehicle covered under an auto liability policy from being classified as a common carrier, livery, or for-hire vehicle when used to supply in-home supportive services. 

Status: Senate 3rd Reading  Read 3rd time and amended to add provider record keeping requirements.

CAPA Position: Support

SB 483 (Kuehl – Medi-Cal Home and Facility Care) 

Requires any applicant for, or recipient of, Medi-Cal benefits who requests medical assistance for home and facility care, to meet the specific eligibility requirements. Requires an individual, as a condition of eligibility for medical assistance for home and facility care, to disclose an interest that they or their spouse have in an annuity and requires the state, as an operation of law, to become a remainder beneficiary. Provides an undue hardship exception for medical assistance denial.

Status: Assembly Appropriations Hearing 7/16  Passed Assembly to Senate for concurrence.
CAPA Position: Approve

CA SB 1198 (Kuehl –Health Care Coverage: Durable Medical Equipment) 

Requires a health care service plan and a health insurer to offer coverage for durable medical equipment as part of their group plan contracts or group policies.

Status: Passed Assembly to Senate for Concurrence
CAPA Position: Approve



Programs Report:  Ross Graham reported there are 770 active IPs listed on the registry with 54 new client intakes, 48 matches and 1 individual interviewed to join the registry. The Hard-to-Serve component of the registry received 12 new consumer intakes, obtained 22 matches and provided 216 interventions. The Urgent Care Registry authorized 50 hours of service for the month of August. 
There were 5,868 IPs enrolled in the Valley Health Plan and 6,405 IPs enrolled in the Dental/Vision plans during the month of August.
Six classes were offered during the month of August training 53 IPs. Sessions provided were:

· CPR offered in English with 22 participants

· Caregiver Alliance offered in English with 16 participants
· Alzheimer’s & Dementia offered in English with 15 participants
California IHSS Consumer Alliance (CICA) Report:  
The statewide CICA call is scheduled for each month. All Advisory Board Members are encouraged to call in. 
Janie requested that another member of the board join her in representing Santa Clara County on the CICA conference calls and be responsible for casting the board’s vote at CICA.   Janie reported she planned to run for CICA president again this year.  Bonnie Mello agreed to assist Janie with responsibilities on CICA conference calls and to cast the board’s vote at the CICA meetings.
Janie reminded the group about the upcoming CICA conference that will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in San Jose in November.  She encouraged everyone to register and attend.
Report from Social Services Agency:  No report given. 
Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Advisory Board is scheduled for December 2, 2008 from 11:30-1:30 PM. at Council on Aging, 2115 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 95126 due to Chaminade Strategic Planning Session. 
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