IHSS Public Authority Advisory Board

Meeting of May 20, 2008
MINUTES


Members Present:
Dora Castro, Sondra Corday, Bharat Desai, JoAnn Disbrow, 


Cindy Faulkner, David Julian, Kai Lu, Shannon Odom, Janie Whiteford

Members Absent:      Richard Patterson, Jim Ramoni (ex-officio)
Staff Present:
Laura Gallegos, Ross Graham, Mary Tinker 
Approve Minutes:  
March minutes approved as written. 
Announcements & Public Comment: Mary Tinker distributed “Save the Date” postcards regarding the CICA Annual Conference scheduled for November 7-9, 2008 in San Jose. Advisory Board members were encouraged attend.  
Flyers were distributed from Assembly Member Beall’s office regarding the upcoming Budget Town Hall meeting scheduled for Thursday June 5, 2008 from 4:00-6:30 at the Center for Employment, Multipurpose Room, in San Jose, CA. 

Mary provided copies of CAPA’s letter to the Assembly Budget Subcommitte number 1 expressing an oppose position to the proposed IHSS budget cuts.  She also provided copies of the Quality Home Care Coalition’s opposition to the May revision proposals for IHSS cuts.

Handouts were provided of the IHSS Coalition’s website homepage and site address for interested individuals to keep apprised of the budget situation.

CAPA Report: Mary Tinker reported that CAPA held its regular meeting April 24th with a half day training session on the 23rd in Sacramento. CAPA has a committee working on training and core topics to help standardize provider and consumer training across the state. The final outcome of the core training topics will be suggested training and each local Public Authority will be encouraged to use those topics appropriate for the local needs. 

Paul McIntosh, Executive Director for CSAC, attended the meeting and provided an overview of the statewide county association, how it was formed, its mission, vision and their current priorities particularly regarding the budget crisis. It provided a great opportunity for CAPA members to become better acquainted with the organization and how to work collaboratively in the future.  CAPA is an affiliate organization of CSAC and is always careful not to take any position in opposition to CSAC as this is part of the restrictions of being an affiliate.
Mary indicated there is a tremendous amount of activity going on regarding the Governor’s May Revise budget proposal. The Governor’s proposal severely cuts programs in Health & Human services which include IHSS. The new proposed cuts to IHSS include permanently eliminating domestic and related services for consumers with a functional index score below 4.  This is done on a task by task basis for example if a consumer has a ranking of 3 for needing some human assistance in meal preparation they would no longer be eligible to receive this service. However if they have a functional index score for grocery shopping of 4 they would continue to receive authorized hours for shopping. This proposal could be devastating to thousands of IHSS consumers

Another proposed cut is to permanently eliminate the share of cost buy out for consumers with an average functional index score below 4.  What this means is that for some consumers the 

State has been augmenting the difference between the Medi-Cal share of cost and the IHSS share of cost. However with this cut if their average functional index score is below 4 the State would no longer provide the financial difference between the two amounts. This is projected to mean an average increase of $430 out of pocket costs per month for consumers impacted by this cut.

The Governor is also proposing to reduce the State’s participation in provider wages to minimum wage which would roll it to $8 per hour. This would leave counties to either pick up the difference between what they are currently paying or roll provider wages back to minimum wage. Some counties have protection language in their MOU with the union which means they would roll wages back to minimum wage.  Some counties have no protection such is the case in Santa Clara County and the county is then on the hook for the difference between what was negotiated with the union and what the State would then participate in paying. This would cost our county a tremendous amount of money between the implementation of the budget and the end of the MOU with the union which is not set to expire until September 30, 2009.  This would be devastating to most counties which are already being hit hard by the economic down turn and local budget problems. 
Many are concerned that the number of providers who would leave working in IHSS would severely impair the availability of qualified dependable workers.  Additionally if the cuts in hours are implemented the impact would also hurt workers because many would no longer have enough hours to qualify for health benefits.  There is a real impact to both consumers and providers at stake if the Governor’s proposed cuts are approved. 
Mary reported there are several other proposed cuts such as suspending all COLA’s for SSI/SSP grants, reducing IHSS funding by 10% for County administration of IHSS, cuts in MSSP, Linkages, Meals on Wheels and more.  However Mary reminded everyone that this proposal is a starting point for the legislature and that nothing is ever as it first appears. There are several things that must take place prior to any budget being finalized. Both the Senate and Assembly must review and make their own recommendations regarding the budget, the committees will be taking testimony in hearings and then they will pass their version of the budget.  After this the big 5 will be meeting and negotiating and then there has to be a two thirds vote of the full legislature in order to send it to the Governor’s desk for final signature.  It’s not over until it’s over and a great deal can happen in the meantime.  
Janie Whiteford reported that she was part of a meeting with a couple of staff advisors to the Governor.  There were six consumers from the IHSS Coalition who participated in the meeting.  They met with Richard Figueroa and the Governor’s fiscal advisor, (Janie couldn’t remember his name) in Sacramento on May 14 following the release of the revised budget proposal. The Governor’s staff made it clear the budget is just a proposal, a starting point and that they are looking for ways to tweak things on revenue enhancements perhaps luxury taxes on movie tickets, theaters, other types of entertainment, parks etc.  Janie stated that all of the consumers discussed a portion of the proposed budget cuts and how this would impact them or people they represent and that the staff were very interested and took voluminous notes. At the close of the meeting Janie explained to them that in an effort to get consumer input on the January proposed cuts to IHSS the Public Authority in Santa Clara County asked for personal stories. Janie brought nearly 500 personal stories hand written by IHSS consumers and presented them to the Governor’s staff. She said this made a very big impact on them and that she was told these would be reviewed and shared with the Governor.  

There was consensus of the group to have Mary Tinker write a letter opposing the proposed IHSS cuts to send to the Governor on behalf of the Advisory Committee. 
Programs Report:  Mary Tinker reported there are 778 active IPs listed on the registry with 68 new client intakes, 43 matches and 7 individuals interviewed to join the registry. The Hard-to-Serve component of the registry received 8 new consumer intakes, obtained 31 matches and provided 304 interventions. The Urgent Care Registry authorized 84 hours of service for the month of April. 
Ross Graham indicated the summer consumer newsletter is in process and would be mailed soon.  The newsletter includes information regarding the proposed budget cuts and the upcoming town hall meeting.
There were 5,571 IPs enrolled in the Valley Health Plan and 6,084 IPs enrolled in the Dental/Vision plans during the month of April.
Eight classes were offered but only 5 were provided during the month of April training 53 IPs. Three additional classes were offered in Vietnamese and one in Spanish but due to the small number of individuals enrolling the classes were cancelled. The actual sessions provided were: 

· Death & Dying offered in Spanish with 11 participants

· Mental Health offered in Mandarin with 9 participants

· Pre-Paramedical offered in English with 17 participants

· Pre-Paramedical offered in Mandarin with 8 participants
· Disability Awareness and the Philosophy of Independent Living offered in Vietnamese with 8 participants
· CPR offered in Vietnamese was cancelled due to too few enrollments

· First Aid offered in Vietnamese was cancelled due to too few enrollments

· CPR offered in Spanish was cancelled due to too few enrollments

It was also announced that Public Authority met with Sunnyvale/Cupertino Adult Education Center and staff is working on the new training schedule. Mary mentioned that she will be meeting with Eastside Union School Adult Center’s Director to discuss upcoming collaboration for extending provider training to other parts of the county.
California IHSS Consumer Alliance (CICA) Report:  Janie Whiteford announced that additional regional meetings are scheduled for Southern California and Northern California in June. She expressed appreciation that this Advisory Board is able get such a vast amount of information regarding IHSS, the budget and what is going on in the program. Janie indicated that not all Advisory Committees receive the information and many are unable to approach their local Board of Supervisors or Legislators due to local county policies. Many are not empowered to meet their mandate of making recommendations regarding IHSS and their Advisory Committee members do not know they have this mandate.  This is why CICA is always trying to educate their board members.

CICA is continually trying to grow and Janie and other members of their executive committee provide presentations to other Advisory Committees to inform them of what CICA is and what the benefits of membership are.  The new CICA Treasurer is Chris Oterro. 
Janie will be attending the May CAPA meeting Thursday to talk about CICA and encourage Public Authority Directors to promote CICA to their Advisory Committees.

The final letter from the State regarding appropriate uses for AB1682 funding is due from the State hopefully prior to the CAPA meeting. This has been a long time coming but apparently the Feds required CMS review of the document and their approval which caused further delay.  This will help other Advisory Committees finally get the approval they need to join CICA. 

Report from Social Services Agency:    Jim Ramoni was unable to attend but he provided a written report which outlines the proposed cuts to IHSS which were already discussed earlier. 
Consumer/Provider Survey Update:  Ross Graham reported that Strategic Marketing & Communications is finalizing the results from the two surveys and will present the findings at the June meeting. The rate of return on the surveys was amazing and very unusual for any type of survey.  There were 3,000 surveys mailed to randomly selected consumers and another 3,000 to randomly selected IPs. The consumer rate of return was 30% well over 900 and more are still coming in and the IP’s rate of return was 23% with over 700 surveys mailed back. 
Mary Tinker indicated the next meeting time may need to be extended in order to accommodate the survey presentation.  There was group consensus to extend the June meeting to 2:00.
Advisory Board Members Conference and Training Reports:

a. Coordinated Leadership Conference- Wyndham Hotel, San Jose, CA
Cindy Faulkner reported that she attended two days of the conference. She found it very interesting for the most part. The section on housing & accessibility was of special interest to her. Also the session regarding hotels and emergency preparedness was great. They had presentations for folks with disabilities on disaster preparedness which is very hard to find. 

Janie Whiteford reported she was disappointed at such low attendance approx 200 were present. She felt that it was poorly organized. Janie was on the panel for disaster preparedness along with others who were very involved in the fires in Southern California and they shared how things were handled. She gave an example of Helen Lopez, Executive Director of the San Bernardino Public Authority, going to work and when the fires broke out described how extremely difficult it was to go to her home to get Mother. For a long time she was refused access to go back in to the area to get her Mother.  Public Authorities got together with ILC’s to help people get into shelters and there was no handicap accessibility anywhere. It was not functional for people with disabilities or for seniors. It helped everyone see just how unprepared they are in assisting people with disabilities in a disaster. 
Janie Whiteford announced that people with disabilities have to take full responsibility for themselves and be prepared for any type of disaster that they might be faced with. David Julian announced that he was on a subcommittee and attended a presentation that the American Red Cross had given for people with disabilities and that it had been poorly presented.  

Closing session was provided by Tony Sauer, Director of the California Department of Rehabilitation and Lynn Daucher, Director of the California Department of Aging they both talked about the California budget. Lynn was asking for a group of consumers and advocates to work on a committee regarding long term care.

b. CICA Regional Training-Union Offices, San Jose, CA  
Janie Whiteford provided an informational presentation on budget. Jo Anne Disbrow, Dora Castro, Kai Lu, Bharat Desai, and Bonnie Mello all expressed their appreciation for the information and noted they enjoyed it. They stated they learned many new things and the speakers were great. There was consensus of the group for all members to attend Central Region meetings provided by CICA annually. 
c. Disability Capitol Action Day-Sacramento, CA  
Janie Whiteford, Kai Lu reported they both attended and that it was very hot that day. Lynn Saunders talked on behalf of IHSS and visited with Jim Beall’s office and Joe Cotto’s staff. Elaine Alquist and Ira Ruskin learned a lot about what was going on and indicated they plan to share it with people.  There were about 1500 in attendance most bused in by the union. Ellen Rollins picked up many folks making it possible for consumers to be in attendance. Not that much media coverage at event due to lots of other things going on. Many of the speakers did very well. There were approximately 150 legislative visits across the state.
Bonnie Mello reported that she heard Jim Beall speak and that they were asked to write               letters about how cuts would affect them.
 Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Advisory Board is scheduled for June 17, 2008 from 11:30-2:00 PM. at Council On Aging, 2115 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 95126.  
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