IHSS Public Authority Advisory Board

Meeting of February 19, 2008
MINUTES


Members Present:    Dora Castro, Sondra Corday, Bharat Desai, JoAnn Disbrow, Cindy Faulkner, David Julian, Kai Lu, Richard Patterson, Jim Ramoni (ex-officio), Janie Whiteford


Staff Present:
Laura Gallegos, Ross Graham, Mary Tinker 
Guests: 
Mrs. Desai
Approve Minutes:  January minutes approved as written. 
Announcements & Public Comment:  Mary Tinker distributed an opinion article written by Assembly Member Jim Beall printed in the San Jose Mercury News titled “Budget cuts hit state’s most vulnerable.” 

Mary Tinker announced Cheryl Cairns Executive Director of Silicon Valley Independent Living Center (SVILC) passed away unexpectedly. Mary will contact their Board of Directors to see if there is anything we can do to assist them during this time of transition. 
Janie Whiteford distributed the CICA Newsletter she also announced the Coordinated Leadership Conference is scheduled for April 15-17 in San Jose, CA.  
Janie announced the upcoming Disability Capitol Action Day to be held May 15, 2008 in Sacramento
Janie announced the Respect-Ability Conference scheduled for March 7 & 8 at LAX Marriott.  

Programs Report: Mary Tinker reported there are 780 IPs listed on the registry with 68 new client intakes, 47 matches during January in the regular registry.  The hard to service component of the registry received 7 new client intakes, obtained 16 matches and provided 241 interventions. The urgent care registry authorized 6 hours of service in January. Training for providers is going well with five classes being provided training a total of 55 individuals. 

CAPA Report:   CAPA held its regular meeting with a half-day training/information session January 24 and 25 in Sacramento.  Diane Cummins from Senator Perata’s office spoke during the half day session regarding the fiscal outlook for the state and specific issues related to the budget deficit.

Ms. Cummins indicated there is not a spending problem when you look at the actual budgets and detail there is a 2.4% decline in spending year to year. One of the primary problems is that revenues dropped $4 billion this year and the state spent $136 million due to the fires this year.  Ms. Cummins said that when the economy declines it hits California hard, 20% of sales tax revenues are from car sales and the largest percentage of income tax come from a small percentage of the citizens. The system for stabilizing revenue streams needs to be examined and restructured.  

The IHSS Coalition has been quite active in response to the Governor’s budget proposals.  Press releases have been successfully published throughout the state raising the visibility of the proposed cuts to IHSS, SSI/SSP and other programs affecting seniors and people with disabilities. The Coalition continues to have weekly conference calls updating members on legislative visits and other activities taking place around the state.  They held an in-person meeting January 25th in Sacramento to enable the group to strategize.

A rally was held on the south lawn of the Capitol February 20th with over 200 individuals participating. 

The healthcare reform bill AB X 1 1 was put to rest.  CAPA was supportive of the bill and the need for universal healthcare for all Californians.  However CAPA had concerns regarding language which would have impacted counties and local collective bargaining around IP benefits and due to this testified at hearings regarding these concerns.  
CAPA had representatives who attended the budget hearings with expectations of being able to testify expressing concern for the across the board 10 percent reductions and making it clear that IHSS would be taking a larger hit which is actually 18 percent as currently proposed in the Governor’s budget.  The budget hearings were filled with people wishing to testify so the amount of time permitted was reduced to 30 seconds basically giving your name, who you represent and your position.  

Eva Lopez sent some of her staff to the CAPA meeting they reported direct deposit is scheduled to start May 1st.  Letters and enrollment forms are scheduled to be mailed to IPs March 18th.  These documents will be available in eleven languages and the department will have a toll free number set up to answer questions. IPs must be working at least 90 days before becoming eligible to enroll in direct deposit. 

CAPA’s legislative advocate Tom Riley provided a training session for members on how to meet with legislators and how to prepare ahead of time.  CAPA offered a similar training to the IHSS Coalition and any advisory board members. Over 50 people participated in the training.

California IHSS Consumer Alliance (CICA) Report:  Janie Whiteford spoke about the importance of being involved with CICA. All Advisory Board members are encouraged to participate on calls. The meeting dates have switched to the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 10:00 am using a toll free number. UDW Lobbyist Karen Keesler provides excellent updates regarding legislative issues statewide. 
Janie asked Advisory Board members to get their stories out and encouraged them to meet with legislators telling how the proposed cuts will impact you. 

Janie encouraged all Advisory Board members to go to the CDCAN website and get on their email list. This is an excellent source for up to date information and as things break at the Capitol which impact people with disabilities Marty Omoto sends bulletins. 
Janie reported she, JoAnn Disbrow, Richard Patterson and Mary Tinker met with Jim Beall along with several other IHSS Coalition partners. He is very supportive of IHSS and was very passionate about his desire to look at other revenue generating sources instead of cuts alone. Assembly Member Beall spent  over 1.5 hours with the group. He spent a great deal of the time discussing his concerns about how corporate lobbyists push their agenda through especially at the last hour of the session. California is one of three or four states who require 2/3 vote to pass a budget which he indicated he would like changed to a majority vote instead. He felt revenues need to be increased although this is unpopular it must be addressed and his staff provided his list via email of possible tax loopholes that could be closed. 
Janie is trying to schedule meetings with Board of Supervisors or their staff to encourage them to write a letter to legislators regarding their opposition to proposed budget cuts. She discovered the Board has a legislative committee that has already voted on their position paper for this year. Katie Brown is the staff member she spoke with and the position paper this year has nothing to do with IHSS. 

CICA met with CDSS, CAPA, and CWDA regarding appropriate use of AB 1682 funds. It was a good meeting and there was agreement that the funds can be used for CICA dues. Nothing has been released in written format as yet and probably will not for some time.

Report from Social Services Agency: Jim Ramoni distributed copies of the IHSS annual report which he presented to the Children, Senior’s and Family Committee (CSFC) of the Board of Supervisors earlier in the day.  IHSS has seen substantial improvements to payroll issues. Supervisor Gage had no questions. Will light bourn gave an overview of the report and Jim was available to answer questions
Jim indicated he now has two dedicated staff processing payroll and nothing else. IHSS has reinstated the automated scanning system.  What comes in is processed the same day, the bugs were worked out of the system and it is running smoothly now. IHSS has hired extra help with two permanent positions yet to be hired. Everything relates to payroll and it does impact phones. Now that payroll is running smoothly the volume of phone calls has decreased as well. 

The county has brought in a consulting group to improve business processes.  IHSS consultant Linda Watts retired from Solano County and has been retained to evaluate and recommend business enhancement to maximize process/services. She comes with vast knowledge and expertise regarding IHSS.
The Board of Supervisors is asking IHSS to evaluate their budget and make real requests regarding needs for increased staffing. 
The Board of Supervisors approved the next IP raise from $12.10 to $12.35 to become effective April 1, 2008, now the Public Authority rate will be $15.91.
Disaster Preparedness project RFP: Mary Tinker informed the group that UCSF is working on a Disaster Preparedness Grant Project which would include 10 Bay Area Public Authorities and would need volunteers from Advisory Committees and PA staff to collaborate on the project if the grant is funded. There was consensus of the group to participate and provide letter of support for the project. 
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Advisory Board is scheduled for March 18, 2008                          from 11:30-2:30 PM. at Council On Aging, 2115 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 95126.  
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