IHSS Public Authority Advisory Board

Meeting of January 15, 2008
MINUTES


Members Present:    JoAnn Disbrow, Jim Ramoni, Shannon Odam, Richard Patterson, Kai Lu, David Julian, Janie Whiteford, Cindy Faulkner


Staff Present:
Mary Tinker, Laura Gallegos
Guests: 
Bonnie Mello 
Approve Minutes:  December minutes to be corrected to state that Janie & JoAnn made contact with the Board of Supervisors and provided them with a list of talking points and assigned work to individual Advisory Board members. 
Announcements & Public Comment:  Dora Castro went to Board Of Supervisors meeting and spoke about late payroll & issues related. BOS indicated they have established a committee to look into the problems. Dora left following Public Comments of meeting. 

Cindy Faulkner approved as new member of Advisory Board. 

Information on Medi-Cal Townhall Meeting 1/16-Regional Centers/Developmental Centers 1/23 News report handed out.
CAPA Report:  CAPA did not have a regular meeting in December however, the month was quite full with legislative calls and the executive committee holding a meeting in Sacramento. Most executive committee meetings are via conference call but this was to plan activities for the upcoming year.

With the influx of activity regarding the budget deficit and healthcare reform the CAPA Legislative reports will be more in-depth and lengthy. If you would prefer I reduce these please let me know.

The Legislative Committee meeting was held December 19th. Topics of discussion remain healthcare reform and the budget deficit. As you already are aware the Governor called a fiscal emergency which stall all other legislation if they can’t come to agreement on how to balance the budget.  IHSS reductions are proposed to come through an across the board reduction of domestic services, no personal care hours will be touched.
Health Care Reform: The current language as found on page 162 of the bill is really a “poison pill” and totally unacceptable to CAPA, a strong message that CAPA is opposed to the current language in the bill has been sent in a letter to the Senator Kuehl, Chair of the Senate Health Committee. Tom Riley CAPA’s lobbyist advocate indicated that he felt health care reform may take a back seat to the impending budget crisis but this is not appearing to be the case. Both Assembly Speaker Nunez and Senate Pro Tem Perata term out next year and this could have a significant impact on health care reform. In addition, even if healthcare reform legislation gets through the Senate and signed by the Governor, there are still several hurdles to implementation. There may be and ERISA court challenge and then the initiative funding the proposal must be passed by voters. 
Status of Legislative Priorities: Discussed the pilot project for “private pay clients” it appears the unions will be taking this one as a bill they want to put forward CAPA is reviewing the language SEIU provided and will discuss it at tomorrows meeting. AB1113- Is a bill that was vetoed by the Governor that has to do with employed individuals with disabilities. AB851 is a new bill that addresses the reasons for the Governors veto of AB1113 and will allow people with significant disabilities to work CAPA will most like support this bill but it must be reviewed first. AB1674- is the bill dealing with a pilot project to allow IHSS recipients the choice of receiving services through a Public Authority or a nonprofit or proprietary agency. CAPA initially supported the bill last year but then at the last minute changed their position to neutral rather than support. After discussion it was agreed to maintain a neutral position. This bill is sponsored by the unions and is another way to introduce the contract mode of service in counties where it is currently is not offered. AB364 by Berg regarding hospital discharge planning. The Legislative Committee agreed to co-sponsor the bill. The area of concern with this bill is that it would require MSSP social workers to conduct the assessments which would be signed by the Governor if it were to pass through the Assembly and the Senate. 

Budget- Tom Riley reported the news is “bad, bad, bad”. He also indicated that CAPA and the Legislative Committee will need to be very responsive as the budget process moves forward in the coming months. 

Programs  Report:  There are 769 active IP’s listed on the registry with 41 new client intakes, 35 matches and 5 individuals interviewed to join the registry. The Hard-to-Serve component of the registry received 11 new consumer intakes, obtained 18 matches and provided 183 interventions. The Urgent Care Registry authorized  36 hours of service for the month of December. 

There were 5,192 IP’s enrolled in the Valley Health Plan and 5,683 IP’s enrolled in the Dental/Vision plans during the month of December. 

Five classes were provided during the month of December, sessions provided were: 

· First Aid/CPR offered in English with 17 participants

· Personal Care Level 1 offered in English with 9 participants

· Nutrition offered in English with 15 participants

· Mental Health offered in English with 16 participants

· Caregiver Resources offered in English with 16 participants
Public Authority is fully staffed. 
California IHSS Consumer Alliance (CICA) Report:  IHSS Coalition is made up of: Press release, media and what they do was explained. Heidi Cartan is the new Admin for CICA. CICA has appropriate use of AB-1682 funds. Still waiting for regulations, CWDA cancelled the meeting previously scheduled. Janie asked for names of AB members who would like to be on the calls & receive information. CDCAN: Good information and therefore important to get on their email. CICA conference update: CAPA notified they can’t do joint conference until 2009. CICA needs to do one much sooner than that. Will do regional one day meetings. Advocacy, Budget involvement. Training to educate AB what they can and cannot do. Would this Advisory Board sponsor regional meeting for CICA in Bay Area.
Santa Clara County Advisory Board would commit to being available the day of the event. Consensus was to sponsor the event. JoAnn Disbrow, Bonnie Mello, Cindy Faulkner.
Marty Omoto’s email regarding training for Advisory Board members for Advocacy. 

Report from Social Services Agency-  Harvey Rose examines IHSS Payroll to see how it could be improved. CSFC meeting on January 16 at 11:50 a.m. 
McHugh and Kniss requested reports.
Luke met with SEIU yesterday, review report online and report for tomorrows meeting. As of June 2003 provider count is 6629, in June 2007 12,762. Processing  warrants 15,126 per month in June 2003 and 27,617 per month in June 2007.

Staffing augmentations in 2004 added 24 staff. In 2006 added no new accounting or clerical staff just social workers. Automation of payroll: Overtime equals two paid staff positions. Lots of wonderful features to locate any time sheet scanned very easily. 80% of timesheets are generated by state which new system can read. 

At the end of a pay period is getting delayed. Met with Information Systems director yesterday takes too long. Thirty second delay to scan each timesheet. As of today witching to manual system. Validation is too slow. There are nine payroll staff, four data office specialists and five account clerks. The telephone system & wait time will also be part of the report. 

The program is broken. Board of Supervisors Santa Clara County does not have the money right now. Advisory Board would like to stress the issues in the Annual Report. 

Consumer / Prover Survey Update:  No update. Meeting is scheduled for January 22, 2008 at COA. It was recommended for Ad-Hoc Committee Meeting to be prepared to get the questions looked at and be ready to participate.  
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Advisory Board is scheduled for February 19, 2008                          from 12:30-2:30 PM. at Council On Aging, 2115 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 95126.  
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